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him.   On the next morning he had changed his mind. Perhaps, as his biographer suggests, he may have fallen to the flattery of a recognition of his services in the recent negotiations at Paris,  As it transpired, his decision would have been immaterial. At a meeting held by Mr. Chamberlain, the Conservative Party, so far as it was represented by members of the Cabinet,  viewed the whole idea with suspicion. It was the critical moment for the leaders of the rebel group to speak out.   The chief insurgent was Mr. Baldwin, who realised that a premature appeal might continue the farce of the Coalition indefinitely.  Lord Curzon, in suddenly changing his mind, did so probably from different motives and more from his concern for the conduct of foreign affairs.  There was the subtle difference between the two men that Lord Curzon wished to be free of demagogues in order to continue in his flights of high politics, while Mr. Baldwin wanted to cleanse the Augean stables generally and return to party government.  Lord Curzon had come from his position leader of the dissentients but it was Mr. Baldwin who really interpreted their spirit of disgust.  As the revolt progressed these respective attitudes became more important by way of contrast.
When Mr. Austen Chamberlain departed from the interview complacently to defend the Government at Birmingham the strain became tense. When Mr. Lloyd George made a similar speech at Manchester the tension snapped. Mr. Lloyd George's actions had been beyond even the powers of his own oratory to conceal; his motives he could scarcely disguise. He professed a desire to retire, which in the light of events no one could take seriously, and entered into an undignified attack on Lord Gladstone over a personal matter. He condemned France and Turkey against the advice of his own colleagues, who considered that the subject . was better forgotten. It was really adding insult to injury to recall the incident after the part the war group had played in scratching the sore. He paid a glowing tribute to Lord Curzon and General Harrington, on the assistance they